Minutes of 2nd EDWIN project meeting, Paris, May 19, 2003.

WP1: Literature review
Brief presentation of the current status of the national literature review reports. Decisions taken:

· Rita circulates before end of May a summary table stating similarities and dissimilarities between the content of the national literature reviews (delivered so far) in order to identify some kind of “minimum content”. Partners are therefore urged to send their drafts to Rita ASAP.

· Existing drafts (and later up-dates) of literature reviews will be put on the EDWIN web-site under the password.

· Final draft version of literature review by the end of June.

· Eventual comments from the editors (Rita & Erling) by mid-July. Publication in (early) September. 

WP2: Wage inequality and structural change
· Panos presented results from the first part of the WP, based on ECHP data. The next step will be to look for explanations related to e.g. institutional settings for the observed patterns and trends, in collaboration with Erling (WP5 – labour market flexibility task) and Claudio (WP3).

· Second part based on national data sets: Panos presented preliminary results for Greece. Data requests will soon be sent to the partners. 

WP3: Labour market implications of ageing 

Claudio gave an overview of the different analyses to be undertaken within the WP and the data needed from each partner. A data request was sent out already in early March, but input from several partners is still partly or totally missing. Partners are urged to provide the requested data before the end of May. Any difficulties in this respect should be straightened out with the Italian team ASAP.

WP4: Within-group inequality 

The Portuguese team presented ideas and preliminary results on the relation between education and wage risk based on ECHP data. No explicit data or result input is expected from partners at this moment, at least. Rita expressed the need to not only outline patterns and trends but to also try to search for explanations.

Co-ordinator comment in relation to WP 2, 3 and 4: please try to keep in mind LINKS between the three WPs (2 – 4), especially as they are to be summarised later on with respect to the relative importance of between- and within-group inequality. 

WP5: 

· LMI task: Erling collects data independently and in collaboration with partners (especially Panos and Claudio). The final analysis to be undertaken depends decisively on what is produced in WPs 2 – 4 about trends in between- and within-group inequality.

· Over-education: Calle sends out an inquiry about available national data on subjective and objective measures of over-education and also explores the possibilities opened up by the ECHP data.

· Training: Rita will make suggestions at the Milan meeting and will also contact Giorgio (original responsible for the task) for ideas.

· Gender: presentations by Ali, Peter and Ioannis. Data and result requests will be sent out by Ali & Peter. Claudio raised the crucial question whether the ranking approach adopted by Ali and Peter could/should be implemented also in the other WPs. There was much discussion about the sample selection problem. Peter promised to circulate details on an Economics Letter reference of relevance in this context.
· Quality: Peter gave a presentation of what can be done for the UK. Not much can be contributed by other partners on this theme, it seems. Contributions on various (non-comparative) country-specific aspects were promised for Finland, Norway and France. An additional contribution is provided by Germany based on PISA data. Andreas delivered a presentation of a preliminary version of this PISA work in progress.
· The up-dated WP5 responsibility table can be found on the next page.

Next meetings / workshops:

· Milano, November 14-15, 2003, alternatively October 17-18, 2003. The October date is more suitable if we decide to submit a proposal for the FP6 10th of December 2003 call deadline. Panos promised to circulate information about that call. Suggestions of themes to Rita within two weeks from this circulation of call for proposals information.

· Mannheim, Policy-oriented Workshop I, May/June 2004.

· Madeira, November 2004.

· Brussels, Policy-oriented Workshop II, April 2005, in co-operation with the Commission (agreed with the Commission scientific contact person).

Other matters:

· Peter had attended the CEPR conference on education and promised to circulate information on it and its web-site, which contains downloadable conference papers. 
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