Minutes of 1st EDWIN project meeting, Helsinki, December 9, 2002.

WP1: Literature review – The focus is on answering two basic questions:

· Inequality in education? – In provision and access (e.g. by the state, subsidies)? In attainment (including educational/occupational links)?

· Can educational inequality be linked to income/wage inequality (at both individual and aggregate levels)? 

The basic idea is to write up a broad-based review of the existing (national) literature covering both contemporary aspects and trends over time. Gender, age, intergenerational perspectives can be discussed to some extent, but preferably that background information is left for respective specific topic to be covered in the project. Ali promised to contact Rudolph W-E concerning his gender meta analysis, which probably will be of use both for the literature review and the gender analysis to be undertaken in relation to WP5.

Deadline for 1st draft is end of April 2003. Editors are Rita and at least one other partner (to be decided later). The goal is an ETLA publication.

References of interest to partners can be sent to Rita, who gathers them and puts them onto the project web-site, below a password (this partner level is to be created).

WP2: Wage inequality and structural change (Panos) – The WP divides into two parts:

· First part based on ECHP 1998; Greek team only; first part of the Report signed up for + 1st paper; January – April 2003.

· Second part based on national data sets, preferably from 1975 or 1980, every 5th year; co-ordinated by Greek partner, possibly in co-operation with Claudio; data inquiry questionnaire to be sent to partners in early February 2003; STATA routines distributed to partners in early April; replies by late May 2003; second part of the Report + 2nd paper; February – October 2003.

The slides presented by Panos will be put onto the web-site under the password.

WP3: Labour market implications of ageing (Giorgio) – The point of departure is the cohort crowding-out hypothesis based on which a total of six different tasks are planned. The Italian partner will send out a data inquiry questionnaire and more details, possibly already in January 2003.

WP4: Within-group inequality (Pedro) – Emphasis preferably on the risk aspect and explanations for the observed trends in within-group, especially higher education, inequality. Collaboration with Swedish partner, particularly concerning key explanations, with additions from Norwegian partner concerning labour market institution related explanations. The WP will be specified over the next months and specific tasks presented for discussion at the second project meeting in May 2003.

WP5: General discussion of the tasks to be undertaken within WP5. Task specifications and data requirements to be circulated among partners before the 2nd project meeting so that each partner can decide whether it is possible to contribute to the task or not. A summary table of WP5 tasks will be put onto the web-site under password. The table will be up-dated on a regular basis with research question specifications and contribution/participation of partners.

Next meetings / workshops:

· Paris, Monday 19.5.2003. In relation to the CEPR conference on 16-17.5.2003. Peter will contact the organiser on a preliminary basis to ask them whether it would be possible to deliver a presentation concerning the EDWIN project.

· Milano, November 2003 (Friday/Saturday combination). Claudio: please give a suggestion for dates. The project meeting could be combined with partner presentations á la PURE.

· Frankfurt, Policy-oriented Workshop I, May/June 2004.

· Madeira, November 2004.

· Brussels, Policy-oriented Workshop II, April 2005, in co-operation with the Commission (Rita finds out about this).

Web-site – exists and will be up-dated on a regular basis. A partner-level option will be created, requiring a password to access.

FP6 – Rita will go through the call texts and circulate/ask for ideas if it seems worthwhile to have a try. 

Panos was asked to contact Ioannis to suggest a NoE submission with Aberdeen/Ioannis as the co-ordinator.

Other matters – email from Claudio:

· Principal agreement on putting common data sets created within the framework of EDWIN onto the web-site under the password.

· ECHP available to all partners: Rita will approach Eurostat with a letter with the aim of having new waves for free.

Hosting matters – The coordinator’s suggestion is that the host pays for the project meeting dinner of partners. All other dinners as well as lunches are paid by the partners themselves. The Helsinki meeting was an exception due to your readiness to meet up at so short notice and, moreover, for a Monday.

Concerning the Policy-oriented Workshops the co-ordinator has budgeted some money for invitation of speakers. Attempts should be made to raise additional money, a matter that will be discussed at next project meetings. 

